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Introduction

The G20 Osaka Summit is noted for its reputation as a conference exclusive to the heads of state of various nations and the
select few representatives of international organizations, and for private citizens, such as ourselves, it can come across as a
seemingly distant affair. In response to this, volunteers of non-governmental and non-profit organizations in Osaka and the
Kansai Region engaged in dialogue and established a steering committee to organize a “G20 OSAKA Citizens’ Summit” in
cooperation with individuals involved in civic society both domestically and abroad, with the aim of providing a representation of
civic society for the host city and region. Drawing on our grass-roots activities and our efforts in our everyday lives, we aim to
widely share our voices with the attendees of this summit, as well as with the rest of the world. Additionally, through this citizens’
summit, we aim to establish far-reaching connections with individuals from countries and regions that may have not been familiar
to us in the past, as well as individuals in a diverse variety of fields and of various cultures, and we hope to foster the strength
needed to enable us to take the initiative in bringing about change that will lead to the further enrichment of our societies. We

have collected such voices and present them here as our general declaration.

1. (Participants) As private citizens engaged in activities in Osaka and the Kansai Region, we will work together with CSOs
throughout Japan and across the world to further revitalize civic action. As we strive toward achieving the goals we share with
the citizens of the world, we aim to build a society in which private citizens are actively engaged. In order to solve the complex and
globally intertwined problems we face in this globalized world it is imperative that we join hands with the citizens of the world
and take cooperative action in concert with each other with the aim of effecting change.

2. (Coexistence) We the people, as private citizens, take pride in our self-consciousness and responsibility as citizens, and we will
accept the differences inherent in each and every individual, and we will neither marginalize nor exclude any individual. We shall
direct our sincere attention toward each and every individual’s personal values, and shall show respect for each other’s identities
and activities, and by becoming allies (supporters) with each other, we aim to move forward together. Children, Women, LGBTQI
individuals, people living with disabilities, indigenous peoples, social groups based on lineage, ethnic, linguistic, and religious
minorities, refugees, internally displaced persons, migrants, and the elderly are among the groups that have been marginalized
time and again, and we intend on placing great value in the opinions of such people who have struggled the most to have their
voices heard and to make their presences visible in society.

3. (Overcoming adversity) At present, in various locales throughout the world, we are faced with concerns that the spaces allowed
for civic society will be reduced in scope, and this poses a great threat toward human rights, democracy, and the freedom for
citizens to engage in civic activities. While there are cases where forces are acting to restrict the activities of civic society, as well
as case where the citizens themselves engage in self-suppression of such activities, we aim to overcome such adversity by engaging
citizens on a wide scale in order to revitalize such activities, and to further push forward as we place faith in the potential held by
such civic action.

4. (Practice) In countries across the world, we are directly facing a myriad of issues for each of our individual regions, and we are
earnestly engaged in dealing with problems related to such things as poverty, inequality, public health, welfare, education,
economics, human rights and peace, climate change, and the natural environment, and we shall continue in our efforts to solve
such problems. With the aim of realizing development for the economy, society, and the environment that does not sacrifice
sustainability for any stakeholders involved, we shall engage in deliberate practice that will enable us to realize a society that is
fair, abundant, and peaceful for each and every single individual.

5. (Cooperation) Although the strength of a single citizen alone is quite limited, by forging solidarity between many citizens, and
by working in cooperation with business owners (corporations) and public administration (national and local), we aim to solve
such everyday problems in a deliberate manner, and we aim to continue achieving the goals of our civic activities.

6. (Proposals) In order to solve the problems that are being faced across the world, regardless of whether they are locally isolated
or globally common, we believe that the abundant creativity and the strong initiative of private citizens will play a vital role. We
intend to continue to actively provide policy recommendations to political leaders across the globe, in Japan, and at the local level.

7. (Obligations) We believe it is the obligation of the heads of state that will be convening at the G20 Osaka Summit to recognize
the importance of the opinions voiced by the citizens from the host city Osaka and the Kansai Region, to lend their ears to the
voices of the citizens, and to sincerely engage in responding to the proposals that have been presented.

8. (Toward the future) This first step that we are taking toward solving the issues that we have been engaged in, will act as our
legacy that will be passed on to our next generations in the future, and we believe that it is something that needs to be steadily
built up. For this reason, we intend on establishing connections, making our voices heard, and engaging in tireless efforts to
translate these intentions into action. Based on such efforts, we aim to establish a truly sustainable future.



